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The Guts to Pray for THAT!



Study #2
(Luke 11:1-13)
Introduction: The excitement of following Jesus…

A few years ago, when our daughter, Erin, was out of college and working, before marriage and kids, I emailed her with an idea.

I wrote, “Let’s go camping.” I heard back from her in a few minutes with an excited, “Yes, let’s go!” We ended up having one of the best adventures at Hill Country State Natural Area you could imagine.


I was eager to go camping with Erin and was thrilled that she actually wanted to go camping with me.

The adventure is always sweeter when all parties are equally eager for the adventure.

That’s certainly true about camping trips with daughters. It is also true about disciples who are excited about following Jesus.


I’ve got to believe that if I was happy that Erin was happy to hit the trail with me, Jesus is even happier when we, His children, are eager to hit the discipleship trail with Him.

So, when we smile as we think about the discipleship journey we are taking with Jesus, we can well imagine that Jesus is smiling, too.


Last Sunday, we started a new series of studies to explore the Jesus-following life.


We learned that the term “disciple” is used very broadly in the Gospels to describe people who…

…aren’t very good at Jesus-following.

…are launching into or growing in the life of faith in Jesus.

…are taking “next steps” into faith in and obedience to Jesus.

…are “all in” when it comes to loving and following Jesus supremely.

To be in this last category of disciple - all in for Jesus - is our goal. That’s the bulls-eye we are aiming at.

Nobody hits that bull’s-eye perfectly every time. The original twelve didn’t. But God was pleased to change them and to then use them to change their world. That’s His way.


He will change us, too, flawed disciples that we are, and will also use as His change agents.


So, where do we go from here? We go straight to the Source. We go to Jesus, the One we’re following to learn about discipleship. And we’ll be mainly using the Gospel of Luke for our source material. 

To the Gospel of Luke we go…


In recent years, I have grown in my appreciation for Luke’s writings. In fact, it was only a couple of years ago that we spent a few weeks leading up to Easter looking at events in Jesus’ life from Luke.


We’re going back to Luke, again. This time we’ll be looking, mostly, at different stories, and this time for the explicit purpose of growing as Jesus’ disciples in a few key arenas.


We learn in the first lines of this book that Luke wrote his account of Jesus’ life to a friend, a guy named Theophilus (Luke 1:1-4).
 


My understanding is that Theophilus was a believer who needed further instruction about Jesus. The Gospel of Luke provided that for him. It will do the same thing for us.


The purpose behind Luke’s writing was to establish believers in Jesus in the faith and instruct them in how to grow as Jesus’ disciples.


So, over the next few weeks, we’ll turn to Luke to learn more about following Jesus.
 This morning, we’re zeroing in on prayer.


Jesus is our Savior and our Lord. He is also our Example.


The example of Jesus’ life and teaching calls us to prayer. He was a Man of prayer, and we see Him praying over and over again in Luke’s gospel.

Jesus, Man of Prayer

Jesus Valued His Private Time with God (Luke 5:16)


In Luke, chapter 5, we read about Jesus’ miraculous cleansing of a man suffering from leprosy.


After that miracle, the news about Jesus’ power spread throughout that region [Luke 5:15] and large crowds were gathering to hear Him and to be healed of their sicknesses.

It’s easy to imagine that Jesus was being bombarded with need. And, in the midst of this crush of activity, Luke whispers, [16] But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray. 


That is telling. Jesus was engaging in meaningful ministry. Multitudes were flocking to Him for what only He could provide.


And Luke tells us that it was His common practice to slip away, go off to deserted places, far from the crowds, to be alone with God and to pray.


There was something about time alone with His Father that was so compelling, so life-giving, and so necessary that He routinely walked away from adoring crowds to pray.


Jesus found prayer more to His liking than being the center of the attention of an adoring crowd.


It was the norm for Jesus to pray. He prayed all the time, including those times when He faced big decisions.
Jesus Prayed at Major Decision Points (Luke 6:12)


The record of Jesus’ active ministry doesn’t start until we get to Luke, chapter 4. But when it started, Jesus was off to the races.

Read through chapters four and five and the beginning of chapter six and you’ll see Jesus at work at a breakneck pace.


You’ll read of temptations and fastings in the wilderness, nearly being killed in His hometown of Nazareth, lots of healings and exorcisms and callings of disciples.


You’ll read about lots of teaching and preaching plus a few violations of Jewish traditions that infuriated scribes and Pharisees. 


Luke tells us that Jesus took a break from all that busyness.


[Luke 6:12] Now it was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer with God.

Why now? Why “at this time” did He spend an entire night to pray?


Well, as I see it, it was a combination of opposition from the religious elite PLUS the building pressure of public popularity that led Jesus to see that He needed a change in the operation of His ministry.


Many people were clamoring for Him to broaden His ministry, grow the crowds. Jesus chose a different path. He decided to go deeper with a select few.


After that night in prayer [13]…He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, who He also named as apostles.

Jesus, the Son of God, “spent the whole night in prayer with God” seeking direction from His Father for ministry direction and who He should call to be His apostles.

He also turned to prayer when He knew He was about to face the biggest crisis of His life.

Jesus Prayed When in Crisis (Luke 22:39-46)


After He and His disciples finished the last supper in the upper room in Jerusalem, Judas having already left to betray Jesus, Jesus took the eleven to the Garden of Gethsemane. 


Knowing full well what was coming, Jesus took Peter, James, and John with Him for a time of prayer.


These four entered the Garden. Then Jesus left the three by themselves to pray alone. He counseled them to also pray: [Luke 22:39] “Pray that you do not come into temptation.”

And then [41]…He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and began to pray, [42] saying, “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.”


The suffering He would experience over the next eighteen hours would be the most comprehensive - relational, physical, spiritual, emotional suffering anyone had ever endured.

And just to be clear, Jesus wasn’t praying that He would be spared from going to the cross.

No! He was unalterably committed to the cross. He was praying that after He had drunk the cup of God’s wrath on the cross, that “cup” (of God’s wrath) would be removed.


Listen to the description of His traumatic time in prayer.


[44] And being in agony, He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like drops of blood
, falling down upon the ground.

To what and to Whom did Jesus turn on the night before the horror of the cross? He turned to His Father in prayer.


No doubt about it. Jesus was a Man of prayer. Prayer was central to His life.


The Gospel of Luke finds Jesus praying at least ten times. He lived a sinless life and was the Son of God incarnate - and still He sensed within Himself the need to pray.


So, when Jesus’ disciples saw Jesus regularly escaping crowds to go pray; when they saw Him retreating to deserted places to pray after exhausting days of ministry, they began to hunger for the same kind of prayer life He had.


The Jews of that day had lists of “fixed prayers” to be prayed at every event and at every point of need.

But they didn’t hear Jesus praying these prayers.

His prayers were personal, intimate, intense, and unscripted. They wanted the relationship with the Father that was reflected in Jesus’ prayers.

So, they asked Him to take them to a special school that Jesus heads up for disciples: The School of Prayer.

“Lord, Teach Us to Pray!” (11:1)


[11:1] It happened that while Jesus was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.”
 


I picture them having a hard time waiting until Jesus finished His prayer. There was an urgency to their question.


And Jesus answered their request. He was delighted to give them what they asked for - and more. Part of the gift of His answer came in the form of a model prayer we call “The Lord’s Prayer.”
Jesus Leads Us Into a Life of Prayer (Luke 11)

The Gift of a Model Prayer (Luke 11:2-4)


[2] And He said to them, “When you pray, say:

‘Father, hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come.
[3] Give us each day our daily bread.
[4] And forgive us our sins,
For we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And do not lead us into temptation.’”

That prayer is a wonder of simplicity, honesty, and devotion. It leads us into intimacy with God.
· It starts by affirming God’s holiness.

· It gives words to our longing for His reign on earth.

· It helps us express the reality of our dependence on God.
· It teaches us to pray for whole relationships with others and to pray for holiness.


That prayer is Part One of Jesus’ answer to His disciples’ request. Part Two was the gift of a liberating parable.


I think He gave this parable because it is possible that a disciple could hear the words of the Lord’s Prayer and wonder:

“Since God is so holy (“hallowed”), should I ask Him for anything at all in prayer? Should I keep my ‘asking’ to a minimum? Should I not even bother a sovereign God with my requests?”

So, lest any disciple should ever have that wondering, Jesus gave the following parable about a man with a pressing need for help.

The Lord’s Prayer gives us the content of our prayer. This parable gives us the attitude we are to bring to God when we pray.

The Gift of a Liberating Parable (Luke 11:5-8)


The Request: “I am in need…” (vv. 5-6)


[5] And He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and goes to him at midnight and says to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves..’”

The situation He is describing would have been very easy for His audience to imagine.


We can picture it, too. Maybe you borrow back and forth with neighbors when you’re in a pinch.


Your neighbors ask if you have bread, milk, or sugar to spare. We ask for the use of a lawn mower or for a chain saw that works. It’s a neighborly thing to do.


Well, the request of this friend at midnight was not unreasonable, especially considering the circumstances.


The setting for Jesus’ story was a small village in first century Palestine. It was late at night. No shops were open.


In this village one family had used up its daily supply of bread - which was the plan. A homemaker would bake her bread every morning, making just enough to run out by the end of the day.


This friend needs bread, [6] “because a friend of mine has come to me from a journey and I have nothing to serve him’”

The arrival of the guest has put the host family in a squeeze because, as you may know, hospitality was - and still is - a sacred duty in the Middle East.


Those who have friends from the Middle East know that hospitality is an honor and a privilege - and an obligation. To have not provided the guest with food would have been unconscionable.


His solution was to rush to the home of a friend who lived down the street to borrow three loaves of bread to share with his travel-weary friend.


Cultural norms of that day dictated that the friend should have given whatever his needy neighbor asked for. But cultural norms dictating hospitality or not, this neighbor was not about to lend his friend three loaves.


I might have done the same thing, given the circumstances.

The resolute response “NO Way!” (v. 7)


[7] “and from inside he answers and says, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my children and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’”

Now, here’s the scene. The sleeping accommodations for this family were probably not at all like those at your home.


Somewhere in the one-room house, there would have been a kitchen area with stove, utensils, and cookware Maybe a stash of bread.


The family would have slept on a raised platform at one end of the one room. That end of the room was the bedroom.


At the other end of this one room, near the front door, there would likely be domesticated animals asleep on the floor.


So, moving from the “bedroom” to the front door in the middle of the night in this house meant risking pandemonium.


The owner would have awakened his wife, kids, and sheep if he had gotten out of bed to get bread for his friend to serve to his late night guest.


The issue is not the bread. It’s the bother. It was much easier to stay where he was than to get up to help. That is why he said, “Do not bother me!”


The neighbor would rather enjoy a peaceful night than give a desperate friend the bread he needed - even though denying that bread meant forcing the violation of the near eastern law of hospitality.

And I get it.


One of the “laws” ruling our home when our kids were young (and it rules the homes of our children who still have small children) was, “Let sleeping children sleep!” Never wake up a sleeping child.


Still, if we put ourselves in the shoes of this homeowner, we might have said, “Yes.”

I know lots of you would have said “Yes” because over the years when there has been an emergency involving someone at a very inconvenient time, you’ve helped out.


But we might have said, “No!” At the very least we might have felt torn. Even on a good night, it would have been difficult.


In Jesus’ parable, the neighbor very clearly said, “No!”

But that didn’t end the matter. This is a meeting between an immovable object (the homeowner) and an irresistible force (the host). Who will win?


Well, the host really needs that bread. He isn’t giving up and he won’t let his friend go back to sleep. He keeps on banging on the door!


The eventual response: “Oh, all right!”  (v. 8)


So, the Lord ends with this: [8] “I tell you, even if he will not get up and give him anything just because he is his friend, yet because of his shamelessness
 he will get up and give him as much as he needs.


So, he did eventually give in. But why?

It was because of his friend’s shamelessness. His friend had some nerve, being willing to wake up his kids to get food to feed to his hungry guest. That’s why he got up and gave him as much as he needed.
Summary: The Point of the Parable


Remember. Jesus told this parable as a part of His response to His disciples’ urgent request, “Teach us to pray!”

The content for our prayers was spelled out in the Lord’s Prayer. The attitude we are to bring to prayer is the attitude of the host.

He needed bread to fulfill his obligation to provide hospitality to his guest in the middle of the night - and he shamelessly asked his neighbor for that bread.

What gall it took to wake up a neighbor in the middle of the night - especially a neighbor with kids. And Jesus cheers for this neighbor for shamelessly asking for bread.


In the same way, Jesus cheers disciples who shamelessly pray to their hallowed Father in heaven as they bring their requests to Him. 


Now, we listen as Jesus leaves story-telling mode and returns to teaching mode. He’s still speaking to His disciples about prayer, and He assures us of two things in what follows.

First, He assures us that God responds when we pray.
The Gift of Two Assurances (vv. 9-12)


The assurance of a response (vv. 9-10)


[9] “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. [10] For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks, it will be opened.”


The words of these verses are not complicated.

· We ask God for something in prayer - something we need.

· We seek something from God in prayer - something like His will.

· We knock to enter God’s presence in prayer.


And to each act on our part there is a response from God.


The asker receives. The seeker finds. The one who knocks will find the door opened.

God gives willingly. Disciples are to ask boldly. Confidently.


God stands ready to respond to our prayers - so pray. Expect Him to answer. Anticipate that He will answer.


That is a great assurance. He also assures us that God will gives us a GOOD response when we pray.

The assurance of a GOOD response (vv. 11-12)


[11] Now which one of you fathers will his son ask for a fish, and instead of a fish, he will give him a snake? [12] Or he will even ask for an egg, and his father will give him a scorpion?


If the three verbs of verses 9-11 - ask, seek, knock - weren’t complicated, the words of these two verses are even more uncomplicated.

No earthly father worthy of the name “father” would give his son a snake instead of a fish, or a scorpion for an egg.

The son has asked for essential gifts. No father would instead give dangerous ones.


So not only will God respond to our requests. He will respond well. Lovingly. In a manner fitting for a good father.

Now, let’s listen to the punchline of Jesus’ comments about prayer.
Conclusion: God will give what is BEST for us (v. 13)


[13] So, if you, despite being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father…”


If a crummy neighbor who was more interested that his kids not get waked up ended up helping his friend in desperate need, “how much more” will God help His children when they ask Him for help?


God is infinitely better than that sleepy neighbor, so of course He’ll give us what we ask for.

And we are to be exactly like that needy host who lacked bread.

We are to ask boldly, shamelessly. We are to ask God for things it takes guts to ask for - and with confidence.

[13] So, if you, despite being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”


…and for the longest time, I’ve not paid all that much attention to what Jesus says God will give when we ask, seek, and knock.

I paid a lot of attention to it this week.


Everything Jesus has been talking about in these remarks to His disciples about prayer has been to answer their one request.


They had noticed that John the Baptist taught his disciples to pray. They wanted the same instruction from Jesus.

They were desperate for that instruction because they had seen something in watching Jesus at prayer that was different, deeper, more intimate, and more personal than even John’s prayers were.

So, they begged Him, “Lord, teach us to pray!”

Everything we’ve heard Jesus say here in Luke 11 - the model prayer (The Lord’s Prayer), the parable, the assurances of a good response - has been His answer to their one request.


All of it was Jesus pointing the way to growth in their walk with God. That’s why the promise of the Holy Spirit here at the end isn’t out of place. It is perfectly placed.


It is the Holy Spirit who will lead and guide us into the path of life. God will eagerly give the Holy Spirit’s presence, His resources, His gifts to those who ask, seek, and knock.

Now here’s the rub.


What doesn’t “fit” would be for us to take Jesus’ comments about asking, seeking, and knocking and apply them to requests we make for things not related to our growth in Jesus or to our walk with Jesus.


It would be like me emailing my daughter with an invitation to join me on a camping trip. I’m eager for our time together on the trail and sitting around a warm campfire. Connecting.

What if she responded, “O, Dad, I love to camp and hike! I’ll invite a couple of my friends to go with me to Hill Country State Natural Area next weekend. Can I use your gear?”

Well, since I want my daughter to enjoy time with her friends, I might loan out my gear and my blessing. But it sure wasn’t the response I was hoping for. I wanted to walk with my daughter. I wanted her to want to walk with me.

And God is a waaaay better Father than I am. So, He very often answers prayers we pray that He hasn’t promised to say “Yes” to. He is so very gracious!


But the asking, seeking, and knocking that Jesus says God will eagerly say “Yes” to, are our requests that He help us walk with Him, the requests that He enable us to make progress in our spiritual life, our requests that He lead us onto His path, our requests that He use us in His service.

God the Father and Jesus, our Savior, are thrilled when we ask Him to give us the giftings and resources and fullness of the life-changing Holy Spirit.


He is thrilled to say “Yes” to those prayers.

� Luke also wrote the book of Acts to Theophilus. (Acts 1:1)


� Over the weeks of this series, we’ll consider, prayer, humility / submission, faith,  world vision, moral courage, love, generosity, and commitment to Jesus.


� Drinking of a cup in the Old Testament (especially in the prophets) was often associated with the wrath of God. (Isaiah 51:17, 22; Jeremiah 25:15; Ezekiel 23:33; Habakkuk 2:16; Zechariah 12:2)


� The prayer shows that while He accepted the cross, He loathed the horror of it. And the reason He loathed it was not simply because of the pain associated with it. It was the thought of enduring God’s wrath that Jesus loathed. But He was not praying that He would get out of going to the cross.


� Was Jesus sweating blood (a physical phenomenon called hematadrosis), or was His sweat so profuse that He appeared to be bleeding? It is not clear from the text. What is clear is that He was in anguish of soul at what was coming on Him. Not the death itself, but it was that death in which He was forsaken by God (Mk. 15:34), in which God made Him to be sin (2 Cor. 5:21) and a curse (Gal. 3:13) for us that caused Him such torment.


� This is the only place in the Gospels where we read of the disciples explicitly asking Jesus to teach them anything.


� “Teach us” is in the imperative form in Greek.


� For a villager to say,  “Don’t bother me” would have been a violation of the social code and an insult to the entire community.


� Greek: anaideian (anaideian) - meaning shamelessness, importunity, boldness. This is the only time this word is used in the New Testament. 


� Notice, too, that in the parable, no reference is made to the three loaves which were originally requested. Jesus said that the man gave his neighbor just as much as he needed. Likewise, God will give us as much as we need in response to our prayers. The kind or the amount of the gift given may or may not be exactly what we prayed for - but it will be exactly what we need. God knows what we need.


� Continued knocking is implied, as the verbs (v. 9) are present imperatives.


� This is not the only conditional statement regarding prayer we find in the New Testament. In the list of our church’s values, we observe that when we pray (1) according to God’s will (1 John 5:14-15), (2) in Jesus’ Name (John 14:13), (3) while abiding in Jesus (John 15:7), (4) in faith (Mark 11:24), and (5) with right motives (James 4:2-3) God does things He would not have done had we not prayed.





